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Definition of a FOREST

o A forest Is best defined as an ecosystem dominated by trees
and other woody vegetation.

The living parts of a forest include trees, shrubs, vines,
grasses and other herbaceous (non-woody) plants, mosses,
algae, fungi, insects, mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians,
and microorganisms living on the plants and animals and In
the soll.

These interact with one another and with the non-living part

of the environment - including the soil, water, and minerals,
to make up what we know as a forest.
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Definition of a FOREST

There are more than 250 definitions of the term "forest." These definitions differ

based on the emphases or concerns of different people.

All definitions stress the importance of trees in the system and

include places where tree cover ranges from 5 to as high as 100%

Forest includes natural forests and forest plantations.

It refers to land with a tree canopy cover of more than 10% and
area of more than 0.5 ha. (For Res Assessment, 2000)
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Forests are determined both by the presence of trees and the absence of
other predominant land uses. The trees should be able to reach a minimum

height of 5 m. Young stands that have not yet but are expected to reach a

crown density of 10% and tree height of 5 m are included under forest, as
are temporarily unstocked areas.

The term includes forests used for purposes of production, protection,

multiple-use or conservation (.e.forest in national parks, nature reserves
and other protected areas), as well as forest stands on agricultural lands e.g.
windbreaks and shelterbelts of trees with a width of more than 20 m), and
rubberwood plantations.

The term specifically excludes stands of trees established primarily for
agricultural production, for example fruit tree plantations. It also excludes

trees planted in agroforestry systems.
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n1adv1n1svanisualy (Dept of Forest Management)

n1ad3193daonssuuly (Dept of Forest Engineering)
N1A3¥1oUWannun (Dept of Wood Technology)
N1A2¥19USNYINYN (Dept of Conservation)
N1A2Y102UIIUINYN (Dept of Silviculture)
N1a33139ong1U Y (Dept of Forest Biology)
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