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Abstract

This research attempted to critically analyze the development, status and prospects of
vocational agriculture in Thailand, and to propose policy guidelines corresponding to the changing
contexts.

The research procedures began with an extensive documentary analysis on historical as well
as contemporary sources on philosophy, concepts, policies, and plans in vocational agriculture and
related issues. Interviews with opinion leaders in vocational agriculture further enriched past
developments and present status of vocational agriculture. In-depth data on the current status and
prospects of vocational agriculture were obtained from students, parents, instructors and
administrators in 5 case studies representing institutions with different contexts and historical
development.

Findings are summarized as follows :

1. Dated back to the year 2441 B.E.(1898 B.C.), formal agricultural education was first
established in primary schools, under the provision of compulsory education. With the vision of the
early fore founders, secondary agricultural school was established in 2477 B.E. (1934 B.C.) and
marked the beginning of vocational agriculture. Despite the early unpromising attempts, vocational
agriculture had been expanded in later decades under the influences of the green revolution and
international supports.

2. Vocational agriculture today, with its nationwide network and accumulated
resources, remains active in providing educational opportunity for youth from the lower sector of
population as well as taking part in local development in agriculture. However, the high time of
vocational agriculture, stemmed from the development period of 2520s B.E. (1970s B.C.) has declined.
Under the pressure of critically declined enrollment and poor quality of student inputs, colleges of
agriculture and technology are gradually forced to move away from its strong agricultural foundation.
This phenomenon will have significant impact on future development of most colleges of agriculture
and technology. Striving for existence, these colleges have broadened their educational focus to
include other more promising vocational programs such as business and computer education. Thus,
the trend is moving toward semi-comprehensive vocational institution.

Based on the findings, policy guidelines are proposed to strengthen vocational agriculture,
capitalizing on the strong basis of the existing educational institutions. To be more relevant, vocational
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agriculture institutions must be responsive to the needs of local communities through teaching,
extension, and local-based research. Linkage between formal and non-formal systems of vocational
agriculture must also be strengthened.

Key words : agriculture, agricultural education, vocational agriculture
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Table 1 Sources of data and methods of data collection.

Sources of data Number of subjects Methods of data collection
® (College administrators 39 ® |n-depth interview
and agriculture teachers
® Students and alumni 857 ® Opinion survey with questionnaires
® Group and individual interviews
Local leaders and parents 12 ® Group and individual interviews
College farms and (5 College farms) ® On-site observation
activities
Total 908

Rajamangala Institute of Technology

/A 1088

Vocational
College of vocational
agriculture
education and technology

at present

/ 1977 @

Agriculture college College of agriculture
and technology
/ 1965
1996

Agriculture school

f 1938

Agriculture in specialized

secondary school

f 1934

School gardening

| I in primary school

1898

Fmmmm e — - .
1

Agriculture in elementary 1 Agriculture in basic :
1

1

education X education 1

L e o 1

1911 1960

Figure 1 Historical Development of Vocational Agriculture in Thailand.
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Figure 2 Number of students in agriculture and non-agriculture programs in Rajamangala Institute of
Technology, 1997-2002.
Source : Rajamangala Institute of Technology (1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, and 2002)
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Figure 3 Number of graduates in vocational agriculture program (certificate level),
1996-2000.
Source : Vocational Education Department (1998, 1999, 2000, 2001 and 2002)
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Figure 4 Number of graduates in vocational agriculture program (diploma level), 1996-2000.

Source : Vocational Education Department (1998, 1999, 2000, 2001 and 2002)
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