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Abstract

Nicknames are common in Thai culture. Thai nicknames are not
just abbreviated or humorous forms of given names. They are given
independently. Although nicknames are less formal than, it is common
and, sometimes, favourable to use nicknames in some quite formal
situations, for example, in the class room, or even on election posters.

The purpose of this study is to analyze the number of syllables,
language origins, meanings, backgrounds, and attitude toward the
nicknames of Thai people in order to infer certain characteristics about
Thai culture. The data were collected by questionnaires.

One to four-syllable nicknames are found, with the average of
1.28 syllables. The nicknames of the younger groups have more syllables
than the older groups. Muslims have longer nicknames than Christians
and Buddhists.

Religious, gender, and age are significantly associated with the
language origins of the nickname. The nicknames of the younger groups
have greater variation in language origin and the reasons behind their
selection. The younger groups are more concerned about internationality
and unigueness than the older groups. Muslims use Arabic as the marker
to show their identity.

In general, the nicknames based on the names of animals are
most favoured, and those based on the_physical characteristics of the
name owners are the second most favoured. These meanings are found

more in the nicknames of the older groups than in those of the younger



groups. However, the nicknames based on the names of animals are not
found among Muslims, who prefer the nicknames with meanings related
to nature and religious. Christians associate their religious in the meaning
of their nicknames less than Muslims but more than Buddhists. The
nicknames of females have the meaning of plants, love and happiness
more than those of males but have the meaning of knowledge and
ability less.

The major reasons behind Thai nicknames are the physical
characteristics of the name owners and the correspondence of their
sounds to the name(s) of other person in the family. That the younger
groups were named less on the account of their rank of birth reflect that
Thai families have become smaller with fewer children. The nicknames
of the younger groups are also semantically and morphologically derived
from their real names less than those of the older groups.

In general, nicknames are given to Thai children mostly by the
mothers, except for Muslims where fathers mostly nickname their
children. Maternal relatives decide children’s nicknames more often than
paternal relatives.

Thai students prefer their nicknames to their given names and
prefer to be addressed by nicknames. However, when they have to
inform about their names for the first time, they inform their given name.
This shows that Thais have good attitude toward nicknames and that the

positive politeness is commonly used in Thailand.

Keywords: Nicknames, Culture, Thai
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y 22 15 25 9 0
UVBALRANIY
(9.48%) | (5.54%) | (5.41%) | (4.43%) | (0.00%)
Y - 30 23 25 7 6
aanldl Wy
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- 21 21 18 8 7
933UVN
(9.05%) | (7.75%) | (3.90%) | (3.94%) | (4.76%)
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A 3 9 11 5 q
ANUlaaLAY T8
(1.29%) (3.32%) (2.38%) (2.46%) (2.72%)
YU
AMuLieRe Al 13 15 20 q 3
A1 (5.60%) (5.54%) (4.33%) (1.97%) (2.04%)
ANWALN 7 20 a6 31 45
YA (3.02%) (7.38%) (9.96%) | (15.27%) | (30.61%)
4 23 2 q 0 1
ANEUIANULTD
(9.91%) (0.74%) (0.87%) (0.00%) (0.68%)
4 4 8 20 1 1
1981 d07UN
(1.72%) (2.95%) (4.33%) (0.49%) (0.68%)
o < 9 16 60 37 16
(0]
(3.88%) (5.90%) (12.99%) | (18.23%) | (51.88%)
) 24 29 27 9 3
91915 Haldl
(10.34%) | (10.70%) (5.84%) (4.43%) (2.04%)
lsifiaaunune/ 12 16 40 14 16
WNnIvitle (5.17%) (5.90%) (8.66%) (6.90%) | (10.88%)
232 271 462 203 147
PRt
(100%) (100%) (100%) (100%) (100%)

X’ = 357.70 df =72 p<0.0001

WHUANT 3.21 ANUVIENEYRITRLEUTIUNALDEY




91

100%
12 16 14
40 1
6 1 '
liflAnumane/unnngn
90% +—24 9 L 4
29 27 NS .
a11s wald
80% - l W dng
B a0 anui
70% - y
[ ANAUIANNNLTD
B ANHUENNANEAN
60% -
B AnusTaAT AellAn
o/ e .
50% W anwiisvg) Anulamisiu
Aelnuy
M 5990TR
40% -
B fsnus faae a1sui
30% - M A2MA ARHLATTY
W nanldl fa
20% - ,
4
| EGIGYIH
B AnanTAn s
10% - k
B A% AT
walulad
0% 1 T T T T

0-10% 13221  25-341  37-461 49601

N P 1o
WNUNIN 3.19 ANUAUYVDITBLAUILUNATUBY




92

a = 1oy A

Snunriiiiudutade wiirdelduvesaulneasiianumang
Rerfudnfunnisdufuasailonssnnamsweinguiiogns udiile
fsanaufuengndunuirdeussnninutiosasdos lusuoiydos
[WuLieafuTeriiaununeiieaiuay,  §28nwYs falae 815U,
dnwagnamenn  uvugiidelduifinnumineiduoims wals,
i ponlsl, austeds wuluguoredesunnningueryann venantu
Fmuiluguegtiesianidenfamnumneifeadesiumauinagainy
Fownnirfuengdunedraiivléda

Wethaddlaauadfundruiniiefgadavyigiu ta X° =

=3_
i)
Zo
=
pmd)}

357.70 df =72  p<0.0001 FeasulFinauludreengd
AMAUTINETeIT LA ANAa T uaE ST A Ayn19adn
5.3 A2IURINEVDITDLEUTIMUNANUATEUN
Forduvoanguiognarnnms famun 1180 do fanumune
Aeafuniensinis 16 de wisdesar 1.36  anumneiisafiu
dev09 1A309ld vrunIvuz §1usu 70 Fo nIedevaz 5.93

i Y] ° = A v
ANUNUIYLNYINUAU 971UIU 85 D K3938aY 7.20 AIMUAUNY

A

Aeafuai1udn anuge $1uau 81 Yo N33uaL 6.86
Anumingiigaiuaeg Anmanansa walulad $wau 40 3e wie
Foeuaz 3.39 mumnsifguamaTEIduwsT S
16 ¥0 vio¥osar 136  Tolawigduiu 58 Yo uiefesay 4.92
Aumneiigafunenlyd e $1udu 81 30 niefesar 6.86

d' Y] = a ° d' A v
AITUNRNIYLNYINUAITURN ATITULITEYDTUIU 22 U9 KI930Yay 1.86



93

'
o v A o

AUNRUNGLNYINUFIONYT HILAY B19UN INUIU 72 T8 139508aY

6.10  AUNUIYLAYINUSITUVIA 311U 64 ¥9 N0508ay 5.42

[

AMNLNELAINUANEInE ANUlaAAY ToTUs U 27 T 1B

a o

SpEay 2.29  AMUNUNYLNYINUAINLIAT F90AT 91UIU 46 TB

vio%ovar 3.90  AIUNLNEREITUSIBAENIINEAIN S 144
Ho wioderay 1220 AUMINLALIRUAEWIAINETE S1uu 31
Fo v3eSonar 263 AuINBAEItUNAT da1ufl S1uu 15 Fe
vio¥orar 1.27  mumunaienfudas sauau 133 Fe wiedosas
31127 puvanewieafiuenms walsl s1uau 84 Ge wieseuas
7.12 Wiflernumung wieflaumuneinnniinds $1uau 95 do e
Jowuag 8.05

Forduvesnduiegnaiadivianun 94 do faunune
Aeafun3enenis 3 3o wedosas 3.19  Aunueieafudwes
n3eld runInus $1uaY 4 Fe niedovar 426  AIWNNIY
Aenfuau s1uu 8 Fo neSevay 8.51 AMUINEAEIfUAIY
$n Auay 1w 8 Ho wiodovay 8.51 AN A
Aw3 Auaasa walulad wiu 9 Je wiefevar 3.32
anamneLRgafuaaatATLIuuINs TN d1udu 2 Fe vdedeuay
074  Fowamz s1uau 15 To wiodevar 554  aumungieIiv
aonld iy S1uu 23 38 nIedesar 849  AuNUIBLABIAY
Fadnus §ala a1dudt S1uau 17 o viedevar 6.27  AwmLng

d' o a o = N v d' Y}
LABINUSIIUVIN MUIU 21 UD 1B98308a8 7.75 AMUNRUYLNYINU



94

audalng aulanay Fovuy $1uru 9 Fe niedeuaz 3.32
ANMINELREIR UL IR AedlAn $1uau 15 T ieseway 5.54
AU AU BAENIIMEAIN S1UU 20 T8 WaeSosas 7.38
AUNLIBLAEITUAIAUIAIIULT SI1uIU 2 e nIedevas 0.74
AIUMNIELABAAULIAY daudl $1uIu 8 ie wiedeuaz 2.95
ANALEiEITUERS $9uaU 16 To wieSesas 590  AunLIY
Aertueivns wald $1uau 29 30 iedes 1070 lifierumuie
wiadmnumnennImie $1uu 16 e viedesay 5.90
Forduvosnguiiegsvuaduiiionun 41 Fo farunune
Aeafun3enenis 1 e wiedosar 2.44  Aununeiedfudwes
Ww3adld erumviuz S1uu 1 3o wiedeway 2.44 AnuMuNeL Aty
AU 117 2 T vidoYerar 4.88  AmmaneRsafuALin Aug
$1uu 3 To vdederas 7.32  mrwmneifeafiuAng AnuaNse
welulad $1uru 2 Jo viedorar 4.88  AmmIeIiEITUANALTR
Fifuuiusssy S1uau 4 30 wiedosar 9.76 Fowawiz S 3 3o
wiedewaz 7.32  aumineieatunenly i $1uau 4 Fe wiedes
av 9.76  AUMNEREITUSIIUTIR S 7 T WieSevaz 17.07
aungieuaudslug enulaneu fevus S1uiu 2 e wde
Sovay 4.88 AumIngLigIfumauAde s1uu 2 e wisdes
av 4.88  AunMIEAEITULnEl @01udl Sauau 7 3o wiedeuas
26.85 AumNeieIiue s wald $auau 1 do wiedes 244

AILAAILUANTIN 3.22 LATLRNUNINA 3.20



95

NS ASEn deanu
N38191N13 16 (1.36%) 3 (3.19%) 1(1.38%)
Favas A3ty srunnug 70 (5.93%) | 4(4.26%) | 1(1.38%)
AU 85 (7.20%) 8 (8.51%) 2 (4.88%)
AN ANNEY 81(6.86%) | 8(8.51%) | 3(7.32%)
AW AuEnse wmalulad | 40 (3.39%) | 2(213%) | 2 (4.88%)
anaARduuus T 16 (1.36%) | 1(1.06%) | 4(9.76%)
Jalawe 58(4.92%) | 10 (10.64%) | 29 (7.32%)
aanldl W 81(6.86%) | 6(6.38%) | 4(9.76%)
AYNA AT 22 (1.86%) 2(2.13%) 2 (4.88%)
Fadnws daay ardudl 72(6.10%) | 5(532%) | 0(0.00%)
SITUYIA 64 (5.42%) | 4(4.26%) | 7(17.07%)
avwddvgianulandudevus | 27 (229%) | 3(3.19%) | 2(4.88%)
AMaslsAe Aedian 46 (3.90%) | 9(9.57%) | 0(0.00%)
ANWAULNINNIBAIN 144 (7.35%) | 5(5.32%) 0 (0.00%)
ANEUIAALTD 31(2.63%) | 1(1.06%) | 2(1.38%)
e sl 15(1.27%) | 8(8.51%) | 7 (17.07%)
dn 133(11.22%) | 5(532%) | 0(0.00%)
2115 wakd 84 (3.48%) | 7(7.45%) | 1(1.38%)
Taifinauvane/annndtndls 95 (8.05%) 3(3.19%) 0 (0.00%)

33U

1080 (100%)

94 (100%)

41 (100%)

X’ = 95.977 df =18 p<0.0001
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X’ = 33.28 df =10 p=0.0002
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