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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to analyze some aspects of the nicknames of Thais, for example, the

number of syllables, language choices and the reasons, meaning, background, the one who named, and
attitude toward the nicknames to infer some certain characteristics about Thai culture. The data were
collected by 1,315 questionnaires.

Thais have good attitude toward nicknames and that the positive politeness is commonly used in
Thailand. Thais use nicknames as a marker of uniqueness. There are more influence of foreign culture in
Thailand, indicated from less Thai and more English nicknames in younger groups. The Chinese-Thais in
younger groups consider themselves more as Thais, indicated from less Chinese nicknames in younger
groups and that the young Chinese-Thais state the reason for their Chinese nicknames that their
ancestors, not they themselves, are Chinese.

Religion becomes more divisive than race. Non-Buddhists are aware of their religions more than
Buddhists. Non-Buddhists use both language choice and meaning of their nicknames as the markers of
their identity. However, the language choice is the main marker. In Thailand, Arabic is associated with
Islam in higher degree than English with Christianity.

In general, nicknames are given to Thai children mostly by their mothers or maternal relatives,
indicating the significance of "mother” or "matrilineality” in Thai culture. Except among Thai Muslims
where fathers mostly nickname their children.

That the younger groups were named less on the account of their rank of birth reflects that Thai
families have become smaller with fewer children. The younger groups were named more according to

the expectation of their parents.
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