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Harinfah Rongwiriyaphanich 2009: Variation of /v/ in Syllable Initial and Syllable Final Positions
of English Words According to Style and English-Language Experience of Thai Students.
Master of Arts (Applied Linguistics), Major Field: Applied Linguistics, Department of Linguistics.

Thesis Advisor: Assistant Professor Mom Luang Jaralvilai Charunrochana, Ph.D. 183 pages.

The purpose of this research is to investigate and compare the variation of /v/ in syllable initial and
final positions in English words pronounced by Thai students with different English-language experience in
different styles. Moreover, this study aims to study the relationship between the variation of /v/ and the social

variables: style and English- language experience.

The subjects are 20 first-year female students majoring in English at the Faculty of Humanities,
Naresuan University, divided into two groups. Half of the subjects are the speakers with high English-
language experience, and the rest are ones with low English-language experience. The chosen styles in the
research are interview (informal style), passage reading (formal style) and minimal pair reading (the most
formal style). The data in the study were collected from the variation of /v/ in both positions in English words

pronounced by the subjects in the three styles.

The findings show that there are 10 variants of /v/ classified as 5 high frequency variants arranged
from maximum to minimum: [v], [w], [f], [p] and [@] respectively and as the other very low frequency
variants: [t], [b], [d], [s] and [ft], occurring less than 1 percent altogether. Regarding the positions, [w] and [b]

are found only in initial positions, but [p], [@], [t], [d], [s] and [ft] occur only in final positions.

The analysis also shows that there is a significant relationship between the variation of /v/ in English
words and the social variables. As for styles, it is found that the more formal the style, the more frequently the
standard variant [v] occurs. With regard to English-language experience, the results reveal that the subjects
with higher English-language experience pronounce [v] more frequently than those with lower English-

language experience. Therefore, all the results coincide with the hypotheses of the research.

Student’s signature Thesis Advisor’s signature
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Interviewer: Let me ask you some questions about the picture. What do you see in the
picture?

Student: The flower is in the vase.
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Interviewer: Anything else on the table?
Student: Er...fruit.

Interviewer: I think it’s not fruit.
Student: Oh! vegetable.

Interviewer: And what color’s the wall?
Student: It’s blue.

Interviewer: How about the table?
Student: Er...violet.
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My name is Susan. [ have long black hair and violet eyes. I work as a vet in a hospital in
the capital, but I live in a village. In an old farmhouse, I grow flowers and vegetables which I
always give to my neighbors. I love almost everything in the country such as fresh air, very
friendly people, and so on. However, the traffic in the country is awful. I often leave home before
six and do not arrive at the hospital until half past eight. In the hospital, a lot of people have their
dogs vaccinated against rabies. On my vacation, I always drive the van, which I bought twelve
weeks ago, to visit my grandparents. Certainly, they are still alive and incredibly strong. Then in
the late afternoon, I sometimes take them to a lake close by a vineyard. It is so peaceful and

attractive. For me, it is the wonderful holiday.
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